
A Geomantic Curiosity 
 
By Frater Pyramidatus 
 
Disclaimer 
 
The following essay deals with binary, essentially, but because it is a type of ‘occult’ 
or Qabalistic treatment I hope that the cold austerities of the figures set forth may 
bloom into greater fruit than these cold seeds – basically just ones and twos arranged 
symmetrically. 
 
Strangely I have not encountered the configurations set forth anywhere before.  
Although we live in an age of digital computers, genetic engineering and space 
exploration I found my little Geomantic shields without company anywhere on the 
web, or in books.  This led me to a half conviction that these permutations were 
something secret, or even forbidden, and that to reveal them would have dire 
consequences.  However, two years have elapsed since I published the basic data on 
twelve of the Unique Shields – at the time I did not know four more existed – and no 
serious harm has occurred in my life.  These two years have served as a guard, and a 
kind of ‘incubation period’.  Not only am I still breathing, but my life has blossomed 
in unexpected directions, my health is tip top, and no creepy faces are breathing on 
my bedroom window.   
 
I am sorry if some sect living in an ivory tower takes umbrage to me ‘revealing’ this 
stuff, but a) I have sworn no oaths of secrecy of any kind, b) the information was 
worked out by myself, c) I give this data freely at no personal benefit whatsoever, and 
d) we live in an historical climate were esoteric number schemes are treated of 
liberally.  The days when to say the word ‘dodecahedron’ in public would deserve a 
death sentence are gone.  Pascal’s Triangle, the magic squares, cubes and the Knight’s 
Tour are all out there for anyone who’s interested.  Not only that but 64 GB memory 
sticks and a host of other devices.  So I’m sorry if I upset some crazy binary cult in 
the middle of nowhere, but if I had to be ‘dealt with’ over this stuff you have had two 
years to ‘do the dirty’ but nothing’s happened so ‘more the fool you’! 
 

The 16 Geomantic Figures 
 
The explanations given below are taken from ‘A Glossary of Thelema’ by myself.  
The names used are Latin and are generally easy to translate being quite similar to the 
English.  The Four Elements are prefigured in the meanings.  The order of the 
Elements follows the Platonic Order of Fire, Air, Water and Earth.  The first and 
highest part of each Figure is Fire, the second Air and so on.  The Platonic Order of 
the Elements is based on the progression of tetrahedron, octahedron, icosahedron, 
cube and dodecahedron.  The Element of Spirit, answering to the dodecahedron is not 
prefigured in the 16 Figures as such.  This ordering of the five Platonic Solids again 
answers to the economical grouping of spheres. 
 



The sequence below is based on a binary progression where Via = 0, Cauda Draconis 
= 1, Puer = 2 etc..  Most books do not use this ordering, preferring instead to use the 
correspondences to the Zodiac as the method, however both are given. 
  

Via � The sixteenth and final Geomantic Figure, this is Latin and means ‘way’; 
some other meanings are ‘wayfarer’, ‘candle’, and ‘journey’. It corresponds to 
Cancer, as does the figure of Populus. (Fire = Active, Air = Active, Water = Active, 
Earth = Active)  
 

Cauda Draconis � The 13th Geomantic Figure. This is Latin and means ‘the tail of 
the dragon’; some other meanings are ‘outer threshold’, ‘threshold going out’, ‘lower 
boundary’, and ‘stepping outside’. It corresponds with the south node of Luna. (Fire = 
Active, Air = Active, Water = Active, Earth = Passive)  
 

Puer � The first Geomantic Figure. This is Latin and means ‘boy’; some other 
meanings are ‘beardless’, ‘yellow’, ‘warrior’, ‘man’, and ‘sword’. It corresponds to 
Aries. (Fire = Active, Air = Active, Water = Passive, Earth = Active)  
 

Fortuna Minor � The 15th Geomantic Figure. This is Latin and means ‘lesser 
fortune’; the other meanings are ‘outward fortune’, ‘protection going out’, ‘lesser 
omen’, and ‘outside or apparent help’. It corresponds with Leo. (Fire = Active, Air = 
Active, Water = Passive, Earth = Passive) (Fortuna Major is also allocated to Leo.) 
See Fortuna Major for general comments on the nature of ‘luck’. Due to the volatile 
Fire, and unpredictable Air the beneficial side of this figure is short lived. When we 
combine these Elements, the combination is sporadically violent, resulting in steam or 
smoke (if the Fire is fuel based). Unlike Fortuna Major, where the auspicious nature is 
quite permanent, this figure represents the notion: ‘if something seems too good to be 
true, it probably is’.  
 

Puella � The seventh Geomantic Figure. This is Latin and means ‘girl’; some other 
meanings are ‘beauty’ and ‘purity’. It corresponds to Libra. (Fire = Active, Air = 
Passive, Water = Active, Earth = Active)  
 

Amissio � The second Geomantic Figure. This is Latin and means ‘loss’; some 
other meanings are ‘grasping externally’, ‘outer wealth’, and ‘something escaped or 
lost’. It corresponds to Taurus. (Fire = Active, Air = Passive, Water = Active, Earth = 
Passive) We find the Elements of Fire and Water are active, signifying ambition and 
desire, emotion and regret, respectively. It can be sigilized into two upward pointing 
triangles, symbolically aiming at ‘heaven’, for which we must often renounce our 
worldly concerns. The ‘loss’ may be in fact sacrifice to a higher ideal, or sublimation 
from one state to another. All things change in time, the forces of entropy being the 
only certain thing; this is then a figure of transition, rather than permanent destruction 



– although this may be signified elsewhere in the chart. Its opposite figure Acquisitio 
(‘gain’ or ‘acquisition’), has Earth and Air active, the Elements that can easily coexist, 
unlike the sporadic combination of Fire and Water, that fizzles out in ephemeral 
smoke, or steam.  
 

Carcer � The tenth Geomantic Figure. This is Latin and means ‘prison’, or more 
precisely ‘incarceration’; some other meanings are ‘constricted’, and ‘lock’. It 
corresponds to Capricorn. (Fire = Active, Air = Passive, Water = Passive, Earth = 
Active) We find that Fire and Earth, the will faculty and material domain respectively, 
are active, and if we combine this with the lack of the ‘flowing’ Elements of Air and 
Water, the notion of imprisonment fits in well enough. Its opposite is Conjunctio 
(‘conjunction’), which conversely has the expansive Air and collecting Water fully 
functioning. Capricorn corresponds to The Devil of the Tarot, which has the 
alternative title of the ‘Lord of the Gates of Matter’. Saturn, the planet of restriction, 
limitation and especially of chronological time (Chronos), is also the ruler of this sign. 
If we connect its points it forms a hexagon, which, unlike most of the Geomantic 
Figures, can be tesselated, reminding us of the compaction of houses, fields, or prison 
cells.  
 

Laetitia � The twelth Geomantic Figure. This is Latin and means ‘joy’, the other 
meanings are ‘bearded’, ‘laughing’, ‘singing’, ‘high tower’, ‘head lifted’, 
‘candelabrum’, and ‘high mountain’. It corresponds to Pisces. (Fire = Active, Air = 
Passive, Water = Passive, Earth = Passive)  
 

Caput Draconis 	 The 14th Geomantic Figure. This is Latin and means ‘the head of 
the dragon’; some other meanings are ‘inner threshold’, ‘threshold coming in’, ‘upper 
boundary’, ‘high tree’, ‘upright staff’, and ‘stepping inside’. It corresponds with the 
north node of Luna. (Fire = Passive, Air = Active, Water = Active, Earth = Active)  
 

Conjunctio 
 The sixth Geomantic Figure. This is Latin and means ‘conjunction’; 
some other meanings are ‘association’, and ‘gathering together’. It corresponds to 
Virgo. (Fire = Passive, Air = Active, Water = Active, Earth = Passive) The moving 
and uncontrollable Elements of Air and Water are active, the wind which goes where 
it will, coming from nowhere, and destined to no spot, and the river which flows to 
the sea, evaporates into the clouds, and trickles through the veins of the rocks. The 
opposite Geomantic Figure Carcer (‘incarceration’) has these Elements as passive, 
showing harsh restriction and obstinate unwavering refusal. The six points of this 
figure may be sigilised into an upward and downward pointing pair of triangles, 
which is a primal symbol of the marriage of earth and heaven.  
 

Acquisitio � The ninth Geomantic Figure. This is a Latin word which means 
‘acquisition’; some other meanings are ‘grasping internally’, ‘inner wealth’, and 
‘something gained or picked up’. It corresponds to Sagittarius. (Fire = Passive, Air = 
Active, Water = Passive, Earth = Active) Judging from the Elemental distribution the 



‘acquisition’ is either material, the domain of Earth, or intellectual, the domain of Air. 
This figure can be sigilized into two downward pointing triangles, suggesting the 
lower planes of consciousness. Its geomantic countpart, Amissio (‘loss’) has Fire and 
Water Active, suggesting ambition and emotion, faculties far harder to control.  
 

Rubeus � The eighth Geomantic Figure, this is Latin and means ‘red’, or more 
precisely ‘ruby’; some other meanings are ‘burning’ and ‘danger’. It corresponds to 
Scorpio. It is an ill fated figure in general, especially when found at the 
commencement of a divination, at which the enquirer was advised to destroy the 
paper and perform no other for at least an hour. (Fire = Passive, Air = Active, Water = 
Passive, Earth = Passive)  
 

Fortuna Major  The fifth Geomantic Figure. This is Latin and means ‘greater 
fortune’; some other meanings are ‘inward fortune’, ‘protection going in’, ‘greater 
omen’, and ‘inside or hidden help’. It corresponds to Leo. (Fire = Passive, Air = 
Passive, Water = Active, Earth = Active) (Fortuna Minor is also allocated to Leo.) 
‘Fortune’, as a concept is the same as luck, so this figure may signify a chance escape 
from disaster or a random encounter. It certainly does not mean acquisition, or 
earnings, in the mundane sense, invariably. The good luck may not even be noticed by 
the Querent, and his affairs carry on as normal, whilst he is oblivious to the dire straits 
just narrowly avoided. We should avoid the mistake of making the word ‘fortune’ 
synonymous with ‘wealth’. The stablest Elements of Earth and Water are given, 
showing the good luck to be sustained, rather than fleeting, which is the case with it 
opposite Geomantic Figure, Fortuna Minor.  
  

Albus � The third Geomantic Figure. It is Latin and means ‘white’. It corresponds 
to Gemini. (Fire = Passive, Air = Passive, Water = Active, Earth = Passive) The only 
active Element is Water, which is transparent when found in its pure state. White is a 
combination of the entire spectrum. A white canvas can ‘receive’ any colour soever, 
and Water also can ‘receive’ any pigment or dye. This is a figure of contemplation, 
reflection and tranquility; the opposite of its geomantic counterpart Rubeus (‘red’).  
 

Tristitia � The eleventh Geomantic Figure, this word is Latin and means ‘sorrow’; 
some other meanings are ‘crosswise’, ‘diminished’, ‘accursed’, ‘head down’, ‘fallen 
tower’, and ‘cross’. It corresponds to Aquarius. Earth is the only active Element, and 
this is thus a glyph of the misery of everyday life when devoided of any spirituality, 
energy or fun. Its opposite figure is Laetitia which means ‘joy’. (Fire = Passive, Air = 
Passive, Water = Passive, Earth = Active)  
 

Populus � The fourth Geomantic Figure. This is Latin and means ‘people’, or more 
precisely ‘population’. Some other meanings are ‘congregation’, ‘mulititude’, ‘double 
path’. This figure corresponds to Cancer, as does Via. (Fire = Passive, Air = Passive, 
Water = Passive, Earth = Passive)  
 



 

The Construction of a Geomantic Shield 
 
For the sake of accuracy I will try to explain the construction of a tableau purely via 
monologue as well as the diagrams given below. 
 
Geomancy is a system that uses 16 different figures, each being a binary permutation, 
or an expression of 2 to the fourth power.  Unlike conventional binary they are not 
expressed as a horizontal string of zeros and ones, but a vertical string of single and 
double dots.  Variously these can be circles, diamonds or squares.  The best analogy is 
the old game of dominoes, to give a quick idea.   
 
These 16 figures all have a variety of names, determined along hermetic and 
Qabalistic reasoning.  The names used in this essay are the Latin terms that have been 
the most popular over the last four hundred years or so.   
 
So for instances the figure composed of just four dots is called Via, which is Latin for 
‘way’, and that made of eight dots, or two in each row is Populus, which again is 
Latin for ‘population’.  These names are by far the most common in today’s 
Geomantic literature.   
 
These figures are permuted from four ‘Mothers’ into a Shield composed of 15 
sections.  The four Mothers are determined randomly, but the other 11 sections are 
inevitably composed along certain lines from these initial four binary strings. 
 
To determine the four Mothers any method of random binary may be used.  However, 
the most popular is by drawing sixteen lines of dots on a piece of paper and then 
counting each line to see if the total is odd or even.  Odd then gives a single dot, 
whilst an even number gives two.  Another popular method is to take a piece of paper 
and mark out a four by four grid, close the eyes and cover the paper with random dots, 
and count each of the 16 squares to see if it contains an even or odd number of marks.  
Beyond this one can of course flip coins, use a stop watch, or even borrow the ‘flat 
stick’ method of Crowley or use dice etc.. 
 
Anyway the four Mothers are randomly generated.  An example of a square sheet 
divination is given: 
 



 
 
We take a rough diagram like this, close the eyes and then randomly put dots over it.  
We will end up with something like: 
 

 
 
We then add up the dots in each square, and find out if the result is an odd or even 
number.  With the above example the right column of four squares, has 3, 2, 3 then 3 
dots.  This is odd, even, odd, odd so the figure for the first Mother is Puella.  And so 
on for the other Mothers. 
 
A Shield has four Mothers, four Daughters, four Nephews, a Right Witness, a Left 
Witness and a Judge.  There is also a Reconciler formed from a further process but 
that is beyond the scope of this essay.  The shield is made of the four Mothers and 
four Daughters in the top row, starting from the first Mother on the far right, and 
ending on the fourth Daughter on the far left.  Beneath these eight sections a second 
row of four Nephews depends from above.  The first Nephew is in the far right with 
the fourth Nephew on the far left.  Beneath the four Nephews depend a third pseudo 
row of a Left Witness, that depends on the third and fourth Nephews, and a Right 
Witness that depends on the first and second Nephews.  The Judge is the fifteenth and 
last section of the shield and depends on the Left and Right Witnesses. 
 



The four Daughters are a permutation of the four Mothers.  The first Daughter is 
composed of the first row of binary from all four Mothers.  The second Daughter is 
composed of the second row of binary from all four again.  Each time we read from 
right to left.  So if the first row from the top of all four Mothers only had one dot, the 
first Daughter would be Via or a column of four dots.  Again if the bottom row of the 
four Mothers all had two dots the fourth Daughter would we be Populus or a column 
of four pairs of dots.  (This mathematically connects eight of the 16 Unique Shields in 
a certain way which we shall see later.) 
 

 
 
The four Nephews are created by permuting the two sections directly above.  So the 
first Nephew is formed from the first and second Mothers, the second Nephew from 
the third and fourth Mothers, the third Nephew from the first and second Daughters, 
and the fourth Nephew from the third and fourth Daughters.  These are formed 
differently from the way the Daughters are.  To determine the first part of the first 
Nephew we add up the dots from the first row of both the first and second Mothers.  If 
the result is even we count two dots, if odd only one.  For example if the first and 
second Mothers were both Via, or a string of four single dots, the first Nephew would 
be Populus.  A simple example of addition logic in Geomancy is given below: 
 



 
 
The same logic applies to the Right Witness which is formed from the first and 
second Nephews; the Left Witness from the third and fourth Nephews.  Finally the 
Judge is simply a combination of the two Witnesses.  Traditionally these three last 
figures are arranged in a triangle rather than two rows; the whole being in a heraldic 
shield of sorts. 
 

 
Thus the four randomly generated Mothers logically dispose an entire chart, variously 
called a shield or a tableau.  Another system does away with the Witnesses and Judge 
to form a 12 sectioned Vedic chart, but that does not concern us here. 
 

The Unique Shield 
 
There are 15 sections to each shield, and 16 figures in total.  There are 16 shields that 
have each of the 16 figures only once; all the figures that is except Populus.  I thus 
term these configurations ‘Unique Geomantic Shields’ although ‘non repeating 
tableau’ would suffice. 
 
There are 65 536 possible different charts, or 16 to the fourth power, so the chance of 
stumbling on a Unique Shield are very slim.  However, we can guess that some 
Geomancers did so, and probably jealously guarded such results.  The computer age 
has obviously changed this scenario.  Although the software needed to ‘crack’ these 
configurations is simple the code speeds up a process that, without computers, would 
take up a great deal of time.  A similar idea of computer ‘time locked’ data can be 
found in Michael Drosnin’s The Bible Code that deals with Equidistant Letter 
Sequences; again simple, but tragically time consuming without a computer. 
 



I cannot provide precise mathematical proof that there are only 16, indeed in ‘A 
Glossary of Thelema’ published in 2007 I only give the Mothers of 12 such charts.  
However, my spreadsheet software was running for hours searching for a seventeenth 
chart which it never found.  Also my previously deleted commentary on these 16 
charts on www.wikipedia.org has been replaced by a person unknown to myself.  
Previously I had stated that ‘maybe more than 16’ existed whereas this person now 
states emphatically that there are only 16.  Whatever the case the 16 Unique Shields 
that I give here do perfectly correspond each to the 16 original figures in an 
indisputable way.  
 
Sadly at the time of writing (June 4th 2009) I cannot prove only 16 Unique Shields 
exist; I can however muse that a 17th example evaded my primitive ‘goal seek’ 
spreadsheet software for a stupid length of time – almost 24 hours.  So I feel that I can 
rest on my laurels. 
 
Anyway the sets of four Mothers of these Unique Shields is given below.  The first 
Mother is given initially, along to the fourth.  (Although the Mothers go from right to 
left on the tableau.) 

• Puer, Caput Draconis, Tristitia, Albus  
• Conjunctio, Puella, Fortuna Major, Tristitia  
• Puella, Puer, Tristitia, Albus  
• Puella, Cauda Draconis, Tristitia, Albus  
• Rubeus, Laetitia, Puella, Puer  
• Rubeus, Laetitia, Cauda Draconis, Puella  
• Rubeus, Laetitia, Cauda Draconis, Caput Draconis  
• Rubeus, Laetitia, Caput Draconis, Puer  
• Acquisitio, Puella, Albus, Fortuna Major  
• Laetitia, Fortuna Minor, Puer, Conjunctio  
• Laetitia, Fortuna Minor, Acquisitio, Cauda Draconis  
• Cauda Draconis, Caput Draconis, Tristitia, Albus  
• Caput Draconis, Amissio, Fortuna Major, Tristitia  
• Caput Draconis, Carcer, Albus, Fortuna Major  
• Fortuna Minor, Rubeus, Puer, Amissio  
• Fortuna Minor, Rubeus, Carcer, Cauda Draconis  

Corresponding to the 16 Figures 

Each of the Unique Shields correspond to a Geomantic Figure.  This yields an 
enormous amount of Qabalistic exegesis to play with.  The process is quite 
convoluted but still makes perfect sense. 

When we study the distribution of the Figures in each Unique Shields interesting 
things occur.  In each case one of the Figures is found in a certain place only three 
times.  For example on the shield made from the Mothers: Puer, Caput Draconis, 
Tristitia and Albus; we find that Puer is only ever found in the first Mother, Acquisitio 
is only found in the third Daughter, and Amissio is uniquely placed as the first 
Nephew.  



In short each Unique Shield has three Figures in certain places, distributed in no other 
of the 16 shields.  The following table shows how many times each Figure is found in 
each House: 

 1M 2M  3M 4M 1D 2D 3D 4D 1N 2N 3N 4N LW RW J 

VIA 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 7 1 

CAUDA DRACO. 1 1 2 2 1 1 2 2 2 0 2 0 0 0 0 

PUER 1 1 2 2 1 1 2 2 2 0 2 0 0 0 0 

FORT. MINOR 2 2 0 0 2 2 0 0 4 0 4 0 0 0 0 

PUELLA 2 2 1 1 2 2 1 1 0 2 0 2 0 0 0 

AMISSIO 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 2 3 3 

CARCER 0 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 2 2 4 

LAETITIA 2 4 0 0 2 4 0 0 2 0 2 0 0 0 0 

CAPUT DRACO. 2 2 1 1 2 2 1 1 0 2 0 2 0 0 0 

CONJUNCTIO 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 4 

ACQUISITIO 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 1 2 2 4 

RUBEUS 4 2 0 0 4 2 0 0 2 0 2 0 0 0 0 

FORT. MAJOR 0 0 2 2 0 0 2 2 0 4 0 4 0 0 0 

ALBUS 0 0 2 4 0 0 2 4 0 2 0 2 0 0 0 

TRISTITIA 0 0 4 2 0 0 4 2 0 2 0 2 0 0 0 

Now if we take these three unique distributions we find that they also are quite 
unique.  They form the first three rows of the Geomantic Figure to which they 
ultimately correspond. 

 

Taking the above example we find Puer in the first Mother so we apply a single dot, 
Acquisitio in the third Daughter – a double dot, and Amissio in the first Nephew – a 
single dot.  Again we follow the typical Geomantic logic of odd for a single, and even 
for a double.  Therefore this Unique Sheild corresponds either to Via or Cauda 
Draconis.  Actually the answer is Via, by the logic given later. 

For the sake of completeness the following table is found below. 
 
1M 2M 3M 4M 1D 2D 3D 4D 1N 2N 3N 4N 

• •• • •• • •• • •• • •• • •• 
 
Another example. 
 



 
Here the first uniquely occurring Figure is Puer in the second Mother, then Carcer in 
the third Daughter and then Conjunctio in the first Nephew.  Hence even – odd – odd.  
This Shield therefore corresponds to either Caput Draconis or Conjunctio.  Actually it 
is the former, as we shall prove. 
 
The table below has the Unique Shields with their unique Figures highlighted.  They 
are arranged in the order of coincidence, as a binary progression. 
 

 
 
The table below gives the same information by using the Latin names, with the 
prefixes of ‘M’ for Mother, ‘D’ for Daughter, and ‘N’ for Niece. 
 
 



1M 3D 1N Puer Acquisitio Amissio 
1M 3D 4N Acquisitio Caput Draconis Amissio 
1M 4D 1N Cauda Draconis Conjunctio Carcer 
1M 4D 4N Conjunctio Caput Draconis Carcer 
2M 3D 1N Puer Carcer Conjunctio 
2M 3D 4N Carcer Puella Conjunctio 
2M 4D 1N Cauda Draconis Amissio Acquisitio 
2M 4D 4N Amissio Puella Acquisitio 
3M 1D 2N Caput Draconis Acquisitio Amissio 
3M 1D 3N Acquisitio Puer Amissio 
3M 2D 2N Puella Carcer Conjunctio 
3M 2D 3N Carcer Puer Conjunctio 
4M 1D 2N Caput Draconis Conjunctio Carcer 
4M 1D 3N Conjunctio Cauda Draconis Carcer 
4M 2D 2N Puella Amissio Acquisitio 
4M 2D 3N Amissio Cauda Draconis Acquisitio 
 
This process generates three strings of binary for each Unique Shield.  The fourth, and 
deciding, string that allocates a Geomantic Figure to each Unique Shield is really 
quite simple – even though I was looking in the wrong place for a solution for some 
weeks. 
 
We find that the three singly dotted strings are allocated to shields 1 and 10 in the 

above sequence.  As shield 1 is an odd number we allocate it to Via �, and as shield 

10 is even as a number we allocate it to Cauda Draconis �.  Shields 2 and 9 could 

both be either Puer or Fortuna Minor, but as 2 is even so it is Fortuna Minor � and is 

9 is odd it is Puer �.  This logic applies for all the Unique Shields.  It may appear 
over simplistic but it follows the same simple fatality of reasoning employed 
previously. 
 
The diagram below gives each Unique Shield with its ruling Figure, in the same order 
as above. 
 



 
 

Geomantic Qemea 

 
‘Qemea’ is a term from the Qabalah that means ‘magic square’, as well as the Mystic 
Numbers of different squares and various methods of tracing sigils on the same. 
 
The 16 Geomantic Figures can be placed in a square, 4 by 4 obviously, so that the 
resulting combinations in the varying counts on that square will always equal 24 
points.  The number key below helps adumbrate what I am driving at. 
 

5 6 8 5 

7 6 6 5 

5 6 6 7 

7 6 4 7 

 
Apart from the number ‘8’ on the top row, and ‘4’ on the bottom row, which must be 
allocated to Populus and Via; one has a choice with the Geomantic Figures of either 5, 
6 or 7 points in their composition.  Obviously the 6 pointed Figures are the most 
flexible.  Whatever the case the above configuration totals 24 points in each row, 
column, diagonal, central four squares, outer four squares, and also groupings of four 
squares in each ‘corner’ for want of a better term. 
 
We can also place the Geomantic Figures in such a way that the ordering of the Rulers 
fits to a decimal Magic Square of Jupiter also.   
 
We simply take the order of coincidence given above and use the configuration 
below: 



 
 

3 13 8 10 

16 2 11 5 

 9 7 14 4 

6 12 1 15 

 
This one of hundreds of variations on the Square of Jupiter, called such because 
Jupiter is the fourth planet within the Qabalistic Tree of Life.  (There are 880 distinct 
four by four magic squares; strangely enough there are 88 points in every Unique 
Shield.)  You will notice that the columns, rows, diagonals etc. always total 34.  This 
is one of 48 pandiagonal, or perfect squares; it lists as solution # 560 on an 
authoritative website.  The complete set of Order 4 magic squares was compiled by 
Bernard Frénicle de Bessy before 1675. 
 
So when we combine the binary and decimal Qemea of the ruling Figures of the 
Unique Geomantic Shields we have something extremely useful from a Qabalistic 
point of view, more of which is dealt with later. 
 
The rulers of the Unique Shields are placed in this order below: 
 

 
 
The following diagram places the Unique Shields in this Qemea order.  The 
determinants are in blue as before, and the ruling Figure is in pink – in two cases an 
overlap is found. 



 
 
Below is the Geomantic Qemea flipped on its axis four times into a chessboard of 
sorts: 
 



 
 
 

Symmetries within the Unique Shields 

 
Ten of the Unique Shields share symmetry with another.  We find that the one half 
(either the Left Witness, third and fourth Nephews, and four Daughters or the Right 
Witness, first and second Nephews, and the four Mothers) is switched around the axis 
above the Judge.  There are five such pairs therefore.  We also find that the Qemea 
scheme given above reflects this ‘switching’ in a symmetry of its own. 
 
Also the Unique Shields share a common distribution of Witnesses and Judge in 
seven cases.  Again this is reflected in a kind of symmetry in the aforementioned 
Qemea scheme. 
 
These patterns simply reinforce the logic applied up to this point.  The diagrams 
below illustrate this pseudo symmetrical verification.  The first shows the ‘mirroring’ 
around the axis of the Judge, whilst the second shows the shared Judge and Witnesses. 
 

 
 
 



 
 

Appendix One: Qabalistic Correspondences of the 16 Figures 

 

Geomantic Figure Tarot Card Hebrew Letter Astrological 

�  Via The Chariot ח  Cheth Cancer 
�  Cauda Draconis   Southern lunar node 
�  Puer The Emperor צ  Tzaddi Aries 
�  Fortuna Minor Lust ט  Teth Leo 
�  Puella Adjustment ל  Lamed Libra 
�  Amissio The Hieorophant  ו  Vav Taurus 
�  Carcer The Devil ע  Ayin Capricorn 
�  Laetitia The Moon ק  Qoph Pisces 
	  Caput Draconis   Northern lunar node 

  Conjunctio The Hermit י  Yod Virgo 
�  Acquisitio Art ס Samekh Sagittarius 
�  Rubeus Death נ  Nun Scorpio 
  Fortuna Major Lust ט Teth Leo 
�  Albus The Lovers ז  Zayin Gemini 
�  Tristitia The Star ה Heh Aquarius 
�  Populus The Chariot ח Cheth Cancer 
 


